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Mogau’s  Gift

Illustrated by Shadrack Munene
Written by Lorato Trok
Designed by Rofhiwa Mudau
Edited by Kelly Norwood-Young 
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Johanneburg on 25 February 2017

ISBN: 978-1-928377-34-4

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and 
adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially. The 
licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were 
made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict 
others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 
where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended 
use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the 
material.

Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers creative professionals 

who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely translate and distribute. To find out more, 

and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.
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Batloung village was a dull African village, 
where nothing interesting had happened before …
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… until one day, when an unusual child was born. Baby 
Mogau had a full set of teeth!
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Local villagers flocked to Mma Mogau’s 
home to witness this miracle.
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With his big smile, Mogau brought happiness 
to the village.
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Soon, Mogau’s parents realised he was a gifted child. 
By the time he was six months old, he could walk, 

read books and paint pictures.

Mogau's-Gift-interior.indd   14 2017/03/31   1:50 PM



Story spread 5

Mogau's-Gift-interior.indd   15 2017/03/31   1:50 PM



Story spread 6

Mogau's-Gift-interior.indd   16 2017/03/31   1:50 PM



Story spread 6

Mogau painted the same picture over and over. 
His mother realised that they needed to 

find the place in his paintings.
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They left the village and started their journey. The villagers 
who loved Mogau’s smile decided to follow them.

Mogau's-Gift-interior.indd   18 2017/03/31   1:50 PM



Story spread 7

Mogau's-Gift-interior.indd   19 2017/03/31   1:50 PM



Story spread 8

They travelled for many days, 
walking through forests,
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over streams
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 and past big mountains.
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Finally, they reached Mogau’s special place.
It looked exactly like his paintings!
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They got to work, setting up a new village – 
a village where everyone was happy.
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When Mogau was old enough, 
he became the king of this 

colourful village.
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Mogau’s kingdom of happiness grew and became known, near 
and far. He was the king who made his people smile!
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