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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative professionals who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely 
translate and distribute. To find out more, and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit 
bookdash.org.

Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Zenande’s helping hands
Illustrated by Sibusiso Khumalo
Written by Wendy Shelembe
Designed by Samantha Garvie
Edited by Sarah Heron
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Durban on 29 October 2022.

ISBN: 978-1-92849-798-1

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium 
or format) and adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, 
even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following 
license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the 
licensor endorses you or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public 
domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 
intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 
you use the material.
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Story spread 1
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Story spread 1

Zenande lives with her mama  
and brother in Kwamashu. 
 
She loves playing outside  
with her toys. 
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Story spread 2

One morning, Mama tells 
Zenande that she won’t  
be able to play outside.

Zenande is sad.
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Story spread 3

She looks outside and sees 
fallen trees, a lot of water 
on the roads, houses washed 
away and cars standing still.
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Story spread 4

Her house is flooded, 
some windows are broken, 
and her favourite mango  
tree is gone.
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Story spread 5

“Mama, what happened?”
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Story spread 6

“We had heavy rains last night, 
so much wind and a lot of 
thunder,” Mama explains.
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Story spread 7

“Wow!” 
Zenande is confused. 
“Does this mean we are never 
ever getting out of the house?”
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Story spread 8

“Oh no, mntanami,” laughs Mama. 

“It is safe to go outside now. 
Let’s go and help Gogo Zondi!”
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Story spread 9

Mama and Zenande go across  
the road to see Gogo Zondi.

Her face cheers up.
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Story spread 10

The neighbours are already  
mopping the floors and drying 
clothes and blankets outside  
for Gogo Zondi.
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Story spread 11

“I bought you some sweets, 
Gogo,” Zenande says.

“You are such a special young 
girl.” Gogo Zondi is smiling.
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Story spread 12

“I feel so much better with  
all of you helping me,” says  
Gogo Zondi.

“Helping you has helped me feel 
better, Gogo!” Zenande smiles.
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